
Things You Need to Know: 
The Civil Rights Movement 

 
People:  Be familiar with the 
actions, beliefs and 
accomplishments of these 
people as they relate to the 
struggle for black equality: 
• Booker T. Washington 
• Ida B. Wells 
• W.E.B. Du Bois 
• Jackie Robinson 
• A. Philip Randolph 
• Mahatma Gandhi 
• Harry Truman 
• Thurgood Marshall 

(understand the goals of 
the NAACP) 

• Rosa Parks 
• John F. Kennedy 
• Martin Luther King, Jr. 
• Dwight D. Eisenhower 
• Lyndon B. Johnson 
• Malcolm X 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Ideas and Actions:  Be 
familiar with the 
following words, their 
definitions, and how 
they related to the Civil 
Rights Movement (be 
able to write about 
two): 
• Federalism 
• Civil Disobedience 
• Boycott 
• Oppression 
• Grassroots 
• Cold War 

 
 
 
 
 

Events:  Be familiar with and 
know the chronology of these 
events.  Choose three of the 
bolded events and be able to 
describe what happened and 
explain how the event shows the 
ability of individuals or groups 
to create change.   
• Brown v. the BOE 
• Emmett Till’s murder 
• Montgomery bus boycotts 
• Integration of Little Rock 

Central High School 
• Sit-Ins 
• Freedom Rides 
• March on Washington for 

Jobs and Freedom 
• 16th Street Church bombing 
• The Civil Rights Act of 1964 
• Mississippi Freedom Summer 
• Selma (Bloody Sunday) 
• Watts, Los Angeles  
• Voting Rights Act of 1965 

 

 

 



Exam format (80 points): 
- Twelve matching (people). 
- Ten events in chronological order (the page will have the ten events listed followed by the 

years – some events happen in the same year, know which one comes first). 
- Elevan multiple choice, YOU CHOOSE EIGHT. 
- Three short response that answer the question “how do events in the Civil Rights Movement 

(1954 – 1968) illustrate the ability of groups or individuals to create positive change for 
black Americans?” You must respond with three of the bolded events from the events box. 

- Two short response that address the definitions and importance of words from the middle 
box. There are six terms in the middle box, YOU CHOOSE TWO. 

- One political cartoon analysis. You will be given TWO cartoons and must choose ONE of them.  
 
When you study: 

1) hand write index cards 
2) memorize cards – definition to term and term to definition  
3) write out the answers for the questions you know require writing 
4) play with your cards; 

a. lay the cards out on a table 
b. pick up a card 
c. pick up as many other cards that you can see that somehow relate to that card 
d. start over 

Following these steps allows you to memorize the information you need and practice making 
connections between the material.  Making connections is often a challenging component of Butler 
8 social studies exams and step 3 is designed to practice that thinking.  
 


